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North Carolina Pride Parade Set for Sept. 20 
 

DURHAM, NC, February 23, 2003 -- T h e NC P ri d e O rg an i z at i o n  h as  an n o un c ed  t h at  i t s  
2003 NC G ay P ri d e P arad e w i l l  t ak e p l ac e i n  Durh am , N. C.  o n  S at urd ay, S ep t em ber 20.  
T h e p arad e i s  t h e s i g n at ure ev en t  i n  a w eek en d ' s  w o rt h  o f  ac t i v i t i es , s em i n ars , p art i es , an d  
c l ub ac t i v i t i es  i n  t h e area, i n c l ud i n g  P ri d e Ni g h t Fes t  i n  Ral ei g h .  
  
S o m e 6 ,000 l es bi an , g ay, t ran s g en d ered , bi s ex ual  an d  s t rai g h t  p eo p l e p art i c i p at ed  i n  2002 
NC P ri d e w eek en d , a ro bus t  n um ber i n  a s t at e w h ere c ri m es  ag ai n s t  n at ure s t at ues  rem ai n  
en t ren c h ed  o n  t h e bo o k s  an d  w h ere em p l o ym en t  n o n -d i s c ri m i n at i o n  i s  v i rt ual l y n o n -
ex i s t en t  o ut s i d e o f  a f ew  p ro g res s i v e m un i c i p al i t i es  an d  o rg an i z at i o n s .  P ri d e o rg an i z ers  
read  t h e rel at i v el y s t ro n g  an d  g ro w i n g  p o p ul ari t y o f  t h e p arad e as  a s i g n  o f  p ro g res s  -- 
an d  a p l ai n -o l d  en d o rs em en t  o f  f un  an d  c o m m un i t y s p i ri t .  
 
" W e' v e h i t  o n  a w i n n i n g  f o rm ul a h ere i n  No rt h  Caro l i n a,"  s ays  NC P ri d e s p o k es p ers o n  
K ei t h  Hayes .  " T h e l at e S ep t em ber d at e t urn s  t h e p arad e, t h e Ni g h t Fes t  an d  al l  t h e o t h er 
rel at ed  ev en t s  i n  t h e area i n t o  t h e l as t , l arg e-s c al e s um m ert i m e ev en t  i n  t h e Caro l i n as  f o r 
t h e L G B T  c o m m un i t y.  An d  g i v en  t h at  i t ' s  an  un us ual  m o n t h  f o r a P ri d e P arad e, w e' re 
h av i n g  a l o t  o f  s uc c es s  i n  at t rac t i n g  en t ert ai n m en t , m arc h i n g  g ro up s  an d  p art i c i p an t s  f ro m  
ac ro s s  t h e Caro l i n as  an d  f ro m  w ay beyo n d  s t at e bo rd ers .   
 
" W e d o n ' t  h av e t h e h ug e s c al e o f  t h e m aj o r urban  p arad es , an d  a l o t  o f  p eo p l e f i n d  t h at  
at t rac t i v e,"  s ays  Hayes .  I t ' s  bi g  w i t h o ut  bei n g  o v erw h el m i n g .  I t ' s  f un  w i t h o ut  bei n g  h yp er.  
An d  ev ery year, m o s t  o f  us  c o m e aw ay w i t h  t h e f eel i n g  t h at  w e' v e c o m e o ut  a l i t t l e bi t  
m o re as  a m i n o ri t y c o m m un i t y i n  a p ret t y c o n s erv at i v e s t at e -- an d  t h at , i n  t h e l i beral  
p o c k et s  o f  No rt h  Caro l i n a, w e' re a res p ec t ed  an d  ap p rec i at ed  p art  o f  t h e c ul t ure. "  
Det ai l s  abo ut  p arad e p art i c i p an t s  w i l l  be an n o un c ed  o v er t h e n ex t  m o n t h s , as  t h ey are 
av ai l abl e.   
 
S p o n s o rs  an d  p art n ers  f o r t h e NC P ri d e P arad e i n c l ud e n at i o n al  c o m p an i es  l i k e t h e 
S h o w t i m e n et w o rk , U. S .  Ai rw ays , Ad am Mal e, O ut  Am eri c a, Curv e m ag az i n e, I D 
L ubri c an t s  an d  W h o l eFo o d s , an d  l o c al  o rg an i z at i o n s  s uc h  as  Ral ei g h ' s  p rem i er n i g h t c l ubs  
L eg en d s , Cap i t al  Co rral , Fl ex  Cl ub, an d  W h i t e Rabbi t  B o o k s , T h e I n d ep en d en t  
n ew s p ap er, an d  t h e s t at ew i d e bi -m o n t h l y L G B T  n ew s p ap ers  Q -No t es  an d  T h e Fro n t  
P ag e.  
 
T h e N. C.  P ri d e O rg an i z at i o n  i s  a 5 01 ( C) 3 o rg an i z at i o n  an d  i s  c o m m i t t ed  t o  w o rk i n g  w i t h  
t h e d i v ers e L G B T  c o m m un i t y t o  p ro m o t e un i t y am o n g  g ay, l es bi an , bi s ex ual  an d  
t ran s g en d ered  p eo p l e an d  t o  p ro m o t e a p o s i t i v e i m ag e o f  o ur c o m m un i t y i n  No rt h  
Caro l i n a an d  beyo n d .  


